"
It is always terrific to hear and see opinions and experiences that may deviate from our daily clinical and surgical practices." L ast weekend, I was the Co-Course Chairman of an industry-sponsored clinical symposium being held in New York City. The meeting was held in a hotel right across the street from the World Trade Center. The faculty and attendees of this meeting consisted of American orthopaedic foot and ankle surgeons, American podiatrists, and European orthopaedic foot and ankle surgeons, most of who were from France. I have been the Chairman or attended meetings like this in the past in the United States and around the world. I have always found these conferences to be among the most interesting content and discussion. Although we all treat foot and ankle pathology at a high level, there are differences and nuances that each discipline, region, country, and continent represent. It is always terrific to hear and see opinions and experiences that may deviate from our daily clinical and surgical practices. These lectures at these conferences are not hard-core evidence-based results, but rather individual clinical and surgical experience with evidence-based medicine mixed into the presentation where appropriate.
Several companies offer courses like this and there are those who feel that they are too corporate and should be avoided. There are others that dislike the "crosspollination" between orthopaedics and podiatry, but I would tell you it is bunk!! While industry sponsorship of these meetings can come into question, it serves great value. Industry has the finances to create these wonderful forums. Yes, industry is hoping that as a result of these meetings, surgeons will be exposed to and use their products. However, the intelligent surgeon will have a discerning eye. Providing a learning experience and some hotel food should not be the sole reason a surgeon uses a company's products. Those products need to provide better surgical outcomes for our patients and be cost effective so as not to drain the system. Ultimately it is the surgeon who makes these decisions and I would hope each surgeon to use their best ethical judgement when determining what products to use.
There are those who would say that courses that have faculty and attendees of both podiatry and orthopaedics are bad. I've heard it from both specialties. How could the collegial exchange of thoughts and information that will ultimately benefit patient care and outcomes be bad? I would question those who make such statements as to their motives. Are they being ethical or self-serving? Like choosing what you use in surgery is your decision, consider these types of multidiscipline meetings in the same way. 〈 Editorial 〉 This meeting took place just weeks after the horrific terrorist attacks in Paris. I found it interesting and emotional that this meeting took place across the street from 9/11 Ground Zero and we were still in the immediate aftermath of Paris with French nationals in attendance. It was the first time that I had seen my friends from Europe since the attacks. The Friday night of the attacks in Paris, I found myself staring at the TV watching the reports come in . . . over and over. It was just like 9/11 again for me and I had many of the same emotions and thoughts that I had 14 years ago. When talking to my friends from France, I could appreciate the same helplessness and fear that Americans shared in 2001. It is horrible.
One night, a group of Americans (orthopaedists and podiatrists) and French (orthopaedists) went to dinner in a restaurant that overlooked the World Trade Center Memorial and the New World Trade Center. We got together on a balcony and stood in awe. We talked about the similarities of New York in 2001 and Paris in 2015 and how the world had changed and would never be the same. We grouped together and took a picture with the Memorial in the background to preserve the moment forever.
There are many forces in the world that try to create hate, fear, and divisiveness. Do not succumb to them. Band together in mutual respect of all people, of all backgrounds. We are lucky to live in a country and time where my daughter can attend college and wear what she wants, in a place that people can express their religious freedoms, that a black man can be President, and a woman can be the leading candidate. 
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